The patients of the breast cancer who visited our clinic during the past 11 ears are 112 cases. all of which underwent some surgical procedures or other. The recent 5-year survival rate after the radical operation of the breast cancer is about 50%. The rate of our consecutive series of cases is 70.4%. This compares favorably with the recent rate of other reports, though our cases are comparatively scanty. (Table 1) Table 1
The recent 5-year survival rate after the radical operation of the breast cancer is about 50%. The rate of our consecutive series of cases is 70.4%. This compares favorably with the recent rate of other reports, though our cases are comparatively scanty. (Table 1 ) Table  1 The 5 year survival rate after the radical operation of the breast cancer Indeed postoperative results of simple mastectomy reported by McWhirter is fairy good, but such kind of operation is indicated to most cases disregarding the development of the original disease . (Table 2) The trouble is that some involved axillary lymph nodes are clinically silent and others are swollen without pathological metastasis. (Table 3 ) Of course the prognosis of the cases with axillary metastasis is unfavorable . Therefore, simple mastectomy above described as the radical operation of the breast cancer is considered to be the less significant * Professor of Surgery .
until the method by which correct diagnosis is performed, before operation, whether axillary glands are involved or not. (Table  4) As the radical operation of the breast cancer, Halsted's principle has been adopted for about half a century.
We have had a question as to the significance of removal of the pectoral muscles. Our tentative conclusion is that removal of both the major and minor pectoral muscles is not so important otherwise than in making the clearing technique of axillary lymph glands convenient, because not Table  2 The 5-year survival rate after simple mastectomy of the breast cancer (Table  5 ) Table  5 Our cases classified by Steinthal's grade Though the original reason is different from ours, this type of operation is already reported by Bryant and Murphy etc. at the beginning of this century.
Postoperative results of such kind of operation have also been reported by Holman recently. (Table 6 ) Kuru proposes the partial excision method of the major pectoral muscles and Orr proposes the method by which resection of the minor pectoral muscle alone is performed, though their standpoints are different from ours. Table  6 The 5-year survival rate after the radical operation without removal of the pectoral muscles No particular findings are obtained from the investigation of the relation -b etween the size of the mammary tumor and the prognosis of 5-year-survivals.
Statistical studies of the relation between the adhesion to circumferences and -prognosis are as follows. The 5-year survival rate of the cases without adhesion is 58%, whereas the rate of those with adhesion is 29%. That is to say, the cases of which the primary tumors are adherent to either the overlying skin or the base show very poor prognosis. Among the 3 death cases in the group -without removal of the pectoral muscles , adhesion to the skin in demonstrated clinically in 2 cases. We consider, therefore, that the operation without removal of the pectoral muscles should not be indicated to those cases of which the mammary tumors are adherent to surrounding tissues. (Fig. 3 despite the mode of operation. (Table 9) In the present report a few considerations are made on the operation without removal of the pectoral muscles, which has been performed in our clinic on condi tion that adequate postoperative radiation therapy should be begun as early as possible.
We believe that this mode of operation is worthy of much clinical application as a radical operation of the breast cancer provided correct indication is performed.
